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Mayor James F. Minster, Council Members Russell Porter, Brent Strate, Sallee Orr, Bryan 

Benard, and Adam Hensley 

 

City Manager Matt Dixon, Parks and Public Works Director Jon Andersen, Police Chief Darin 

Parke, Fire Chief Cameron West, Assistant to the City Manager Doug Gailey, and Recorder 

Leesa Kapetanov 

 

Walt Bausman, Randy Jeffries, Nathan Jeffries, Mitch Parry, Carson Anderson, Trevor Marriott, 

Lorimur Toben, Justin Cowley, Brad Jensen, Brandon Dickamore, Jory Wahlen, Wes Stewart, 

Tennessee Nichols, Coleman Vasas, Sherri Vasas, Joyce Hartman, Bruce Hartman, Leon Tillett, 

Terry Tillett, Amy Orr, Jerry Cottrell 

 
 
 

A. Call To Order 

Mayor Minster called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm and called for a motion to open. 

 

Council Member Benard moved to convene as the South Ogden City Council, followed by a 

second from Council Member Porter.  In a voice vote Council Members Orr, Porter, 

Benard, and Strate all voted aye.  

 

Note:  Council Member Hensley was late to the meeting and was not present for this vote. 

 

The mayor welcomed all those present.  He noted that Council Member Hensley had not arrived 

and asked Council Member Porter to lead those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
B. Prayer/Moment Of Silence 

The mayor led everyone in a moment of silence. 

   
C. Pledge Of Allegiance 

Council Member Porter directed the Pledge.   

 

Mayor Minster then opened the meeting for public comments, stating that no decisions would be 

made on comments made that evening.  He asked those speaking to limit their comments to 

three minutes.   
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Wes Stewart, 3625 Jefferson – gave several handouts to the Council (see Attachment A).  Mr. 

Stewart said he would like to address the poor in South Ogden, specifically the residents along Adams 

Avenue where the Form Based Code (FBC) had been passed.  It had come to his attention that one of 

the main reasons the Council had passed the FBC was because they did not like the way some of the 

homes looked in his neighborhood.  Some of the neighborhood had also been called blighted, 

according to the 2008 General Plan.  He pointed to a recent article from the Deseret News that talked 

about earned income credit as a solution to Utah’s inequality.  Mr. Stewart cited some of the statistics 

from the article, and stated that many of the residents fell into the poverty category.  He appreciated the 

Council trying to make the area look nice, but did not appreciate it being done without residents’ 

consent.  Mr. Stewart said he was a republican, and one of the primary republican values was to 

respect the right of property owners.  Democrats should also be concerned that this did not help the 

poor either.  If property values went up, people on fixed incomes would not be able to afford paying 

taxes.  He cited some of his handouts, stating that people in his area paid more taxes per acre than the 

City Council or Planning Commission members.  Residents did not exist to support the City, the City 

existed to provide services to the residents that they couldn’t provide for themselves.   

There were no more public comments. 

Note: Council Member Hensley arrived at 6:06 pm, during Mr. Stewart’s comments.   

 
 

 

Mayor Minster invited the Boy Scouts present to come forward and introduce themselves.  Council 

Member Strate presented each scout with a South Ogden City pin.  Scouts present from Troop 464 

were Brandon Dickamore, Lorimur Toben, Trevor Marriott, Carson Anderson, Mitch Parry, and 

Nathan Jeffries.  They were there to earn their Communications Merit Badge.  Scouts from Troop 220 

were Coleman Vasas and Tennessee Nichols, present to earn their Citizenship in the Community Merit 

Badge.  Leaders present were Justin Cowley, Randy Jeffries, and Sherri Vasas.   

 

 
 

A. Approval of October 18, 2016 Council Minutes 

The mayor asked if anyone had corrections to the minutes.  There were no corrections requested.  

The mayor entertained a motion to approve the consent agenda.  

 

Council Member Porter moved to approve the consent agenda, followed by a second from 

Council Member Orr.  In a voice vote, Council Members Benard, Strate, Orr, Hensley, 

and Porter all voted aye. 

 

The consent agenda was approved.   
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A. 40
th 

Street Project 

City Manager Matt Dixon spoke to this item.  He introduced Brad Jensen and Jory Wahlen from 

Wasatch Civil Engineering, who were present to answer any questions.  City Planner Mark 

Vlasic was also present.  Mr. Dixon explained the City was in the process of acquiring 

properties to obtain the necessary rights-of-way for the widening project.  The discussion that 

evening would help finalize the design of the project.  The representatives from Wasatch Civil 

gave a handout to the Council (see Attachment B) showing some design options reflecting the 

Council’s last discussion on the widening project.  Mr. Dixon emphasized that a decision on the 

design needed to be made soon so as not to hold the project up.   

Mr. Wahlen presented the various options, which showed islands on the east and west ends of the 

project.  One option had two islands and the other had three islands.  He pointed out that the 

project did not include much work to the sidewalk and gutters between Washington and Adams, 

so an island would be the only means of giving the street a “boulevard” feel.  He and Mr. Jensen 

answered several questions from the Council concerning the project.  They discussed the 

placement of crossings and the reasons for where they were placed. The Council expressed their 

concerns for mid-block crossings and discussed ways to make them more visible to motorists.  

Mr. Wahlen informed the Council that traffic counts did not justify a light at any of the 

intersections, so if the City wanted a light, they would have to pay for it.  The estimated cost for 

the light and land needed for the light would be between $300,000 and $350,000 more than 

currently budgeted.  However, a light may make a crossing safer. The Council also discussed 

and asked questions concerning emergency vehicles and issues the islands might present for 

them.   

Council Member Benard said he preferred the two island design option.  Council Members Orr 

and Porter agreed.  Mr. Jensen pointed out the length of the islands was optional as long as they 

did not interfere with intersections.   

Council Member Orr said she was concerned that the islands be designed so they had minimal 

maintenance, perhaps using a hardscape design.  City Planner Mark Vlasic said hardscape 

options did not add to the “boulevard” feeling the Council wanted to achieve, so they would have 

to balance the look they wanted with how much maintenance they wanted.   

There was then some discussion on County Road and whether access onto 40
th
 Street should be 

blocked.  Staff said access issues would need to be researched and addressed.   

Mr. Wahlen said they would do some more technical analysis on whether a light would be 

recommended on the road and provide a more exact cost for it.  He also said they had looked at 

overhead power on the road and if it could be routed underground.  Rocky Mountain Power said 

it would be a substantial additional cost, between $750,000 and $1,000,000, to put the existing 

power underground.  Currently the design had the power poles located in the park strip and the 

cost of locating them there was included in the current cost estimate.  They had also asked 

Rocky Mountain Power about putting the poles all on one side of the street; it would cost 

approximately one third of putting the power underground.   
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B. Discussion on Trail Maintenance 

City Manager Dixon pointed out the Council had had several discussions on whether the City 

should try and maintain trails in the winter.  Trail maintenance was a challenge due to lack of 

equipment and the poor condition of the trails; however the City had recently slurry sealed the 

trails to help with their condition.  Mr. Dixon informed the Council there was currently a line 

item in the budget to replace a 4-wheeler, but they could instead use the money to purchase a 

piece of equipment that could remove snow from the trails. 

Council Member Porter said he thought they should do their best to maintain the trails at Nature 

Park, and perhaps add other trails as time went on.  The plowing of the trails should be 

secondary to the roads and a sign should be put in place stating that there would be minimal 

maintenance and people would use them at their own risk.   

Council Member Hensley pointed out the City may be putting itself at risk by saying they would 

only sometimes maintain the trail.   

Council Member Strate said other cities had a policy that if there were 2” or less of snow, it would 

not be removed.  They also had a policy that if snow were to be removed, it could be within 12 to 

24 hours of a storm, and they requested that people not use the trail until it was cleared.  He 

thought there would be less liability if the City posted clear parameters of what it would do.  The 

Nature Park was well used and they should make a way for winter trail maintenance to work.   

Council Member Benard agreed with Council Member Hensley; you either always maintained 

the trail in the winter, or not.  You could not “policy” your way around potential liability.  Until 

the city attorney advised them that they could do some winter maintenance and avoid liability, 

Council Member Benard did not think the risk was worth it. There was also not a clear answer as 

to what plowing would do to the trail; it may rip it up.   

The Council asked Parks and Public Works Director Jon Andersen several questions as to the 

plowing of the trail and the equipment needed to plow it.  Mr. Andersen gave the Council a 

handout showing the Bobcat they were proposing to purchase for trail maintenance; they had 

been able to test it out for a week and used it for many things.  The cost for the new Bobcat was 

$49,500 plus the needed attachments.  With the trade in of the current Bobcat and the amount 

already budgeted for a 4-wheeler, the additional amount needed to purchase the new Bobcat 

would be $19,000.  The new Bobcat was much more versatile than the old model.   

The Council discussed maintenance and liability further.  Council Member Strate felt the City 

would not be taking on any more liability than it already had.  Council Members Hensley and 

Benard felt that trying to maintain the trails would put the City at greater risk of liability and they 

should not do it.  Mr. Hensley also pointed out the cost of the equipment and the $500 per storm 

estimate to plow the trail were not in the budget, nor were they a top budget priority.  He 

suggested waiting until the Council retreat to prioritize and budget for winter trail maintenance if 

they decided it was important.  Council Member Benard announced he had to leave the meeting, 

but agreed this item was not high on the priority list, especially for the few citizens that used the 

park in the winter. If they decided to maintain the trail, they would also have to budget for 

increased premiums on liability insurance.  Mr. Benard left the meeting at 7:16 pm. 

The Council continued discussion.  Council Member Strate said he would like to make a 

decision on the matter.  Council Members Orr and Hensley said they would rather wait to make 

a decision. City Manager Dixon asked what information staff could provide to help the Council 
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make a decision; staff was in limbo about what equipment to purchase.  Council Member Porter 

requested a memo from City Attorney Bradshaw on liability.  He also requested information 

about other cities and how they got around the liability issues in plowing their trails.  The 

Council determined this issue should be put on the next agenda for a vote.    

 

C. Discussion on Economic Development Corporation of Utah (EDCUtah) Membership 

City Manager Dixon introduced Scott Harbertson and Kevin Bischoff from EDCUtah who were 

present to answer any questions the Council may have concerning the organization.  Mr. 

Harbertson said the goal of EDCUtah was to bring business to Utah and help businesses in Utah 

thrive and grow.  He spoke of the many benefits to cities in joining the organization, including 

resources for economic development e.g. providing business leads, research and development, 

and access to the Suresite program.  If the City became a member, the mayor would also become 

a member of EDCUtah’s advisory board.   

The Council asked several questions of Mr. Harbertson and Mr. Bischoff concerning a recent 

audit of the organization and the fees involved.  Mr. Harbertson answered the questions.  The 

council members expressed their support for membership in EDCUtah.  City Manager Dixon 

informed the Council the matter would be on the November 15 agenda for a vote.   

 

At this point in the meeting, Mayor Minster invited former Council Member Wayne Smith to 

come forward.  A presentation to Mr. Smith had been on the agenda the previous meeting, but 

did not take place.  The mayor thanked Mr. Smith for serving for two terms on the city council 

and presented him with the framed photo that had hung in City Hall.  There was applause from 

the audience. 

 

 

A.  Mayor – encouraged those present to get out and vote.   He also reminded everyone of the 

Veterans Memorial Ceremony which would be held on Wednesday, November 9 at 6 pm.  

B.  City Council Members

Council Member Strate – nothing to report. 

Council Member Porter – reported he had attended an open house for the dialysis center on 

40
th
 Street.  It was a nice facility to have in the City.  He also had attended a Governor’s 

Youth Council Dinner at the Weber/Morgan Health Center.  The youth council was seeking 

support to raise the tobacco use age to 21.   

Council Member Orr – reminded those present that SOBA would be held the next day at 

noon.  She also said she had been able to attend a seminar on ethics at the Utah Local 

Government Trust.  It had been very good. 

Council Member Hensley – nothing to report.   

 

C. City Manager – Mr. Dixon’s report came later in the meeting. 

 

D. City Attorney – not present. 
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Council Member Porter- nothing to report. 

Council Member Strate – had noticed the many crosswalks on Eastwood Boulevard and the 

large backup of cars on the street.  There had also been a backup at the 4-way stop.  He was 

concerned with the traffic flow once Skyline Drive was opened.  He said the City needed to 

decide what it was going to do when Skyline Drive opened. 

Council Member Orr – reported that the residents bordering the Ogden Avenue alley had 

decided to not pursue vacation of the alley but allow the City to continue to maintain it.  Ms. 

Orr felt the City should send residents a notice that dumping was not allowed in the alley.   

Council Member Hensley – reported he still had not had his emergency training.  He also 

said internet access in the EOC needed to be improved.   

Mr. Hensley then said the Council had allocated money to the police department without 

having a budget in front of them.  He thought it was appropriate to have a resolution or 

ordinance that said a budget had to be provided once a month and no allocation of money could 

happen until a budget had been presented to the Council.   

 

Mayor Minster then gave City Manager Dixon an opportunity to report.  Mr. Dixon stated that 

staff had held a debriefing meeting after the tornado event and the activation of the EOC.  

They had created a list of things they needed to work on, one of which was emergency training.  

Staff was looking into a hybrid training that would allow the whole Council to complete in one 

work session.   

Mr. Dixon also reported that a meeting was held for victims of the tornado to determine if there 

were any unmet needs.  One family from South Ogden had attended and officials had 

provided information as to where they could get assistance.   

 
 

There were no more items of business.  Mayor Minster then called for a motion to adjourn. 

 

Council Member Porter moved to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Council Member 

Strate.  The voice vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

The meeting concluded at 8:08 pm. 

 

 

 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true, accurate and complete record of the South Ogden City Council 

Meeting held Tuesday, November 1, 2016. 

  

_____________________________ 

Leesa Kapetanov, City Recorder 

Date Approved by the City Council             November 15, 2016               



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Comment Handout 

 

 

 

 

 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 8 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 9 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 10 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 11 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 12 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 13 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 14 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 15 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 16 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 17 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 18 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 19 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 20 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 21 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 22 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 23 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 24 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 25 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 26 

 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 27 

Design Options for 40
th

 Street 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

November 1, 2016 City Council Minutes page 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


